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[6450-01-M] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ENERGY 
[10  CFR  Chapters  II  and  III] 
SEMIANNUAL  AGENDA  OF  REGULATIONS 
National  Energy  Act  Supplement 

AGENCY:  Department  of  Energy. 

ACTION:  Supplemental  Notice  of 
Regulations  Under  Development  or 
Review. 

SUMMARY:  The  Department  of 
Energy  (DOE)  is  publishing  an  agenda 
of  regulations  scheduled  to  be  devel¬ 
oped  under  National  Energy  Act  legis¬ 
lation  which  was  signed  into  law  on 
November  9,  1978. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Kristina  Clark  (Office  of  General 
Counsel),  Department  of  Energy, 
Forrestal  Building,  1000  Indepen¬ 
dence  Avenue,  S.W.,  Washington, 
D.C. 20585, (202) 252-6744. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Executive  Order  12044,  “Improving 
Government  Regulations,”  promulgat¬ 
ed  by  the  President  on  March  23,  1978 
requires  every  federal  agency  to  pub¬ 
lish  semiannually  an  agenda  of  its  sig¬ 
nificant  regulations  currently  under 
development  or  review.  One  of  the  ob¬ 
jectives  of  the  Order  is  to  encourage 
greater  public  involvement  at  an  early 
stage  in  the  regulatory  process.  DOE 
implemented  Executive  Order  12044 
by  a  Departmental  Order  (DOE 
2020.1)  issued  December  18,  1978  and 
published  January  3,  1979  (43  FR 
1032),  which  established  April  and  Oc¬ 
tober  of  each  year  as  the  months 
during  which  DOE  would  publish  a 
semiannual  agenda  of  regulations  in 
the  Federal  Register. 

The  Departmental  Order  requires 
that  the  agenda  include  all  regulations 
currently  being  developed  or  reviewed. 
For  each  regulation  that  is  significant 
(as  defined  in  the  Departmental 
Order)  the  agenda  will  state  the  need 
and  legal  basis  for  the  regulation,  its 
status,  whether  a  regulatory  analysis 
will  be  required,  and  the  name  and 
telephone  number  of  a  knowledgeable 
agency  official. 

DOE'S  first  semiannual  agenda  of 
regulations  appeared  in  the  Federal 
Register  on  October  31,  1978  (43  PR 
50812).  It  included  regulations  under 
development  or  review  as  of  October 
13,  1978.  The  National  Energy  Act  was 
pending  before  Congress  at  that  time 
but  it  had  not  been  enacted.  Therefore 
the  October  agenda  did  not  include 
regulations  which  might  result  from 
that  legislation. 

The  National  Energy  Act  ligislation 
was  signed  into  law  on  November  9, 
1978.  DOE  is  now  developing  regula¬ 
tions  to  implement  measures  con¬ 


tained  in  four  of  the  Acts  collectively 
known  as  the  National  Energy  Act. 
Appended  to  this  notice  is  a  supple¬ 
mental  agenda  of  regulations  current¬ 
ly  being  developed  under  authority  of 
the  following  acts:  National  Energy 
Conservation  Policy  Act  of  1978,  Pub. 
L.  95-619  (November  9.  1978);  Power- 
plant  and  Industrial  Fuel  Use  Act. 
Pub.  L.  95-620,  (November  9,  1978); 
Public  Utilities  Regulatory  Policy  Act 
Pub.  L.  95-617,  (November  9,  1978); 
Natural  Gas  Policy  Act  of  1978,  Pub, 
L.  95-621,  (November  9,  1978).  The 
agenda  includes  both  significant  and 
non-significnat  regulations  that  the 
offices  within  DOE  having  primary 
program  responsibility  have  identified 
as  being  under  development  as  of 
March  1,  1979.  This  agenda  is  intended 
as  a  supplement  to  DOE's  semiannual 
agenda  schedule  and  is  limited  to 
those  regulations  being  developed  as  a 
result  of  National  Energy  Act  legisla¬ 
tion.  The  next  regular  semiannual 
agenda  will  be  published  by  DOE  in 
April  1979. 

Issued  in  Washington.  D.C.  on 
March  26,  1979. 

James  R.  Schlesinger, 
Secretary. 

National  Energy  Conservation 
Policy  Act  of  1978  (NECPA) 

1.  ENERGY  audits— SCHOOLS,  HOSPITALS 
AND  LOCAL  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  develop  guidelines  for 
state  grants  to  conduct  data  gathering 
and  to  administer  operations/mainte¬ 
nance  identification  audits  in  institu¬ 
tional  buildings. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  was 
issued  on  December  12,  1978, 

A  regulatory  analysis  is  not  required. 

Statutory  Deadline:  Within  60  days 
of  enactment. 

Statutory  Authority:  NEPCA,  Sec¬ 
tion  302. 

Contact:  M.  Willingham  (202)  376- 
9770. 

2.  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  AND  ENERGY 

CONSERVATION  MEASURES— SCHOOLS, 

HOSPITALS,  LOCAL  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  w’ill  promulgate  regulations  for 
grants  to  schools,  hospitals,  local  gov¬ 
ernments  and  public  care  institutions 
for  technical  assistance  and  energy 
conservation  measures. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  was 
published  January  5,  1979. 

A  regulatory  analysis  will  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

Statutory  deadline:  Within  90  days 
of  enactment. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA,  Sec¬ 
tion  302. 

Contact:  M.  Willingham  (202)  376- 
9770. 


3.  IDENTIFY  14  CONSUMER  PRODUCT 

TYPES  FOR  STANDARDS-SETTING  PROCE¬ 
DURES 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  identify  14  product  typos 
that  may  be  subject  to  energy  efficien¬ 
cy  standards  in  two  years.  Criteria  will 
cover  (1)  average  household  energy 
use,  (2)  annual  Kwh  use,  (3)  feasibility 
of  the  technology,  (4)  effectiveness  of 
labeling. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

A  regulatory  analysis  will  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

Statutory  deadline:  Within  two  years 
after  enactment. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA.  Sec¬ 
tion  422. 

Contact:  James  A.  Smith  (202)  376- 
4814. 

4.  TARGETS  FOR  UTILIZATION  OF 
RECOVERED  MATERIALS 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  set  targets  for  increased 
use  of  energy  saving  recovered  materi¬ 
als  for  specified  industries,  i.e.,  metals 
and  metal  products,  paper  and  allied 
products,  textile  mill  products  and 
rubber. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

It  has  not  been  determined  whether 
a  regulatory  analysis  is  required. 

Statutory  deadline:  Pinal  targets 
within  one  year  of  enactment. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA,  Sec¬ 
tion  461. 

Contact:  T.  J.  Gross  (202)  376-4115. 

6,  GUIDELINES  FOR  THE  PROGRAM  FOR 

STATE  ENERGY  CONSERVATION  PLANS 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  issue  guidelines  amending 
program  guidelines  issued  under  the 
Energy  Policy  and  Conservation  Act 
(P.L.  94-385). 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  and 
draft  regulatory  analysis  have  been 
issued. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA,  Sec¬ 
tions  621  and  622. 

Contact:  Sandra  Delaney  (202)  376- 
1797. 

6.  WEATHERIZATION  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAM 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  revise  existing  regulations 
for  the  weatherizaiion  of  individual 
dwellings.  Other  revisions  to  existing 
regulations  include  changes  in  maxi¬ 
mum  cost  per  dwelling  unit,  allowable 
expenditures.  State  waiver  procedures, 
and  income  eligibility. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking 
(NOPR)  was  issued  February  14.  1979. 

A  regulatory  analysis  will  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

Statutory  deadline:  NOPR  for 
amended  regulations— 60  days  after 
enactment. 
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Pinal  rule— 120  days  after  enact¬ 
ment. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA,  Sec¬ 
tion  231. 

Contact:  Mary  Bell  (202)  376-1801. 

7.  FEDERAL  AGENCY  ENERGY  CONSERVA¬ 
TION  PLANNING  GUIDELINES  AND  TAR¬ 
GETS 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  promulgate  guidelines  for 
use  by  Federal  agencies  in  formulating 
energy  conservation  plans. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

A  regulatory  analysis  is  not  required. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA.  Title 
V. 

Contact  William  Rhodes  (202)  376- 
4017. 

8.  FEDERAL  PHOTOVOLTAIC  UTILIZATION 
PROGRAM 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  develop  guidelines  for  par¬ 
ticipating  agencies  to  monitor  and 
assess  the  performance  and  operation 
of  photovoltaic  systems. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

It  has  not  been  determined  whether 
Si  regulatory  analysis  is  required. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA.  Sec¬ 
tion  566. 

Contact:  Elaine  Smith  (202)  376- 
9610. 

9.  DEMONSTRATION  OF  SOLAR  HEATING 
AND  COOLING  IN  FEDERAL  BUILDINGS 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  develop  criteria  for  evalua¬ 
tion  of  agency-submitted  proposals  for 
installing  solar  heating  and  cooling 
systems  in  Federal  buildings  and  re¬ 
quirements  for  operating  and  mainte¬ 
nance  reports. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued.  An  environmental 
assessment  will  be  completed. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA.  Sec¬ 
tions  521-524. 

Contact:  W.  Lemeshewsky  (202)  376- 
9622. 

10.  LIFE  CYCLE  COSTING  PROCEDURES  FOR 

FEDERAL  BUILDINGS 

Lead  Office:  Conserv'ation. 

DOE  will  dev'  lop  and  prescribe  pro¬ 
cedures  for  estimating  and  comparing 
life  cycle  costs  for  purchase  and  instal¬ 
lation  of  energy  conservation  meas¬ 
ures  for  Federal  buildings. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

A  regulatory  analysis  is  not  required. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA.  Sec¬ 
tion  545. 

Contact  Jack  Vitullo  (202)  376-4017. 

1 1.  ENERGY  EFFICIENCY  STANDARDS  FOR 

NINE  PRODUCTS 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 
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DOE  will  establish  energy  efficiency 
standards  for  nine  appliance  product 
types. 

An  advance  notice  of  proposed  rule- 
making  (NOPR)  was  issued  January  2. 
1979. 

Statutory  deadline:  Advance  NOPR 
within  45  days  of  enactment,  final  rule 
within  two  years  of  advance  NOPR. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA.  section 
422. 

Contact  Jim  Smith  (202)  376-4814. 

12.  ENERGY  EFFICIENCY  STANDARDS  FOR 
FOUR  PRODUCTS 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  establish  minimum  energy 
efficiency  standards  for  four  product 
types,  i.e.  humidifiers/dehumidifiers, 
clothes  washers,  television  sets  and 
dishwashers. 

An  advance  notice  of  proposed  rule- 
making  (NOPR)  has  not  yet  been 
issued. 

Statutory  deadline:  Advance  NOPR 
within  one  year  after  enactment.  Final 
rule  within  two  years  of  NOPR. 

A  regulatory  analysis  will  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA.  section 
422. 

Contact  James  Smith  (202)  376- 
4814. 

13.  REPORTING  OF  INDUSTRIAL  ENERGY 

CONSUMPTION  OF  MAJOR  ENERGY  CON¬ 
SUMING  CORPORATIONS 

Lead  Office:  Conservation. 

DOE  will  establish  requirements  for 
major  energy  consuming  corporations 
to  report  to  DOE  their  annual  energy 
consumption  and  progress  in  improv¬ 
ing  energy  efficiency.  DOE  also  will 
issue  proposed  reporting  forms  by 
plant  and  industry,  and  the  list  of 
major  energy  consuming  corporations 
which  are  exempt  from  reporting  di¬ 
rectly  to  DOE. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued,  nor  have  the  pro¬ 
posed  report  forms  been  issued. 

It  has  not  been  determined  whether 
a  regulatory  analysis  is  required. 

Statutory  authority:  NECPA.  Sec¬ 
tions  461  and  601. 

Contact  D.  G.  Harv’ey  (202)  376- 
4113. 

14.  RESIDENTIAL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE 
PROGRAM  (UTILITY  PROGRAM) 

Lead  Office  Conservation. 

DOE  will  develop  regulations  to  im¬ 
plement  Part  1  of  Title  II  of  NECPA. 
which  provides  for  programs  to  facili¬ 
tate  retro-fitting  of  energy  conserva¬ 
tion  measures  in  existing  private  resi¬ 
dences. 

An  advance  notice  of  proposed  rule- 
making  was  issued  January  8, 1979. 

A  draft  regulatory  analysis  has  been 
completed. 

Statutory  deadline:  NOPR  by  march 
2.  1979. 
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Statutory  authority:  NECPA,  Part  1. 
Title  2. 

Contact  Jim  Tanck  (202)  376-4708. 

POWERPLANT  AND  INDUSTRIAL  FUEL  USE 
Act  (PIFUA) 

I.  NEA  FUEL  USE  ACT— NEW  FACILITIES 

Lead  Office:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA). 

ERA  will  develop  regulations  to  im¬ 
plement  prohibitions  against  use  of  oil 
and  gas  by  new  facilities  and  exemp¬ 
tions  provided  by  law  from  this  statu¬ 
tory  prohibition. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking 
(NOPR)  was  issued  November  11.  1978. 

A  draft  regulatory  analysis  was  pub¬ 
lished  with  the  NOPR. 

Statutory  deadline:  NOPR  within 
120  days  of  enactment. 

Statutory  authority:  PIP’UA.  Sec¬ 
tions  201  and  202. 

Contact  Steve  Stern  (202)  254-9766. 

2.  NEA  FUEL  USE  ACT— TRANSITIONAL 
FACILITIES 

Lead  Office:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA). 

ERA  will  promulgate  regulations  to 
classify  facilities  built  between  April 
20,  1977  and  the  date  of  enactment  of 
the  Powerplant  and  Indu.stry  Fuel  Use 
Act  as  either  new  facilities  subject  to 
statutory  prohibitions  on  the  use  of  oil 
and  gas  or  as  existing  facilities. 

A  notice  of  proposed  regulation  was 
issued  November  22,  1978. 

A  draft  regulatory  analysis  has  been 
completed. 

Statutory  authority:  PIFUA.  Section 
902 

Contact:  Steve  Stem  (202)  254-9766. 

3.  MFBI  ELECTION  PROCEDURES 

Lead  Office:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA). 

ERA  will  promulgate  regulations 
governing  election  procedures  for  cov¬ 
erage  of  major  fuel  burning  installa¬ 
tions  (MFBIs). 

A  notice  announcing  election  proce¬ 
dures  was  issued  December  28.  1978. 

A  draft  regulatory  analysis  has  been 
completed. 

Statutory  deadline:  Within  90  days 
of  enactment. 

Statutory  authority:  PIFUA,  Section 
762 

Contact  Steve  Stem  (202)  254-9766. 

4.  NEA  FUEL  USE  ACT— EXISTING  FACILITY 
FINDINGS  AND  EXEMPTIONS 

Lead  Office:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA). 

ERA  will  develop  regulations  for  es¬ 
tablishing  findings  and  exemptions  for 
use  by  DOE  to  order  existing  facilities 
with  coal  burning  capabilities  off  oil 
and  gas. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  was 
issued  January  22. 1979. 
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A  draft  regulatory  analysis  has  been 
completed. 

Statutory  deadline:  120  days  of  en¬ 
actment. 

Statutory  authority:  PIFUA,  Sec¬ 
tions  301  and  302. 

Contact'  Steve  Stern  (202)  254-9766. 

5.  NEA  FUEL  USE  ACTT— SPECIAL  RULE  FOR 

TEMPORARY  PUBLIC  INTEREST  EXEMP¬ 
TION  FOR  USE  OF  NATURAL  GAS  BY  EX¬ 
ISTING  POWER  PLANTS 

Lead  Office:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (EJIA). 

ERA  has  proposed  regulations  by 
which  existing  power  plants  may 
obtain  temporary  public  interest  ex¬ 
emptions  from  statutory  prohibitions 
against  natural  gas  use. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  was 
issued  January  3,  1979. 

It  has  not  been  determined  whether 
a  regulatory  analysis  is  required. 

Statutory  deadline:  PIFUA.  Section 
311. 

Contact'  Steve  Stern  (202)  254-9766. 

6.  NEA  FUEL  USE  ACT— EMERGENCY  PROHI¬ 
BITIONS  AGAINST  USE  OP  OIL  AND  CAS 

Lead  Office:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA). 

ERA  will  promulgate  regulations  to 
establish  procedures  for  emergency 
prohibitions  of  oil  or  gas  in  any  power- 
plant  or  major  fuel  burning  installa¬ 
tion  in  the  event  of  a  suppl/  disrup¬ 
tion. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemi  king  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

A  draft  regulatory  analysis  has  been 
completed. 

Statutory  authority:  PIFUA,  Section 

404. 

Contact'  Steve  Stern  (202)  254-9766. 

7.  NEA  FUEL  USE  ACT— TEMPORARY 

EMERGENCY  STAYS  TO  POWERPLANTS 

Lead  Office:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA). 

ERA  will  promulgate  regulations  to 
implement  procedures  for  temporary 
emergency  stays  to  powerplants  in  the 
event  of  certain  fuel  shortages. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

A  draft  regulatory  analysis  has  been 
completed. 

Statutory  authority:  PIFUA,  Section 
404 

Contact:  Steve  Stern  (202)  254-9766. 

8.  NEA  FUEL  USE  ACT— EMERGENCY  USE  OF 
NATURAL  CAS  OR  PETROLEUM 

Lead  Office:  Elconomic  Regulator^’ 
Administration  (ERA). 

ERA  will  promulgate  regulations 
governing  the  temporary  use  of  oil  or 
gas  during  emergency  conditions. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

A  draft  regulatory  analysis  has  been 
completed. 

Statutory  authority:  PIFUA.  Section 
404. 

Contact:  Steve  Stem  (202)  254-9766. 

9.  PROHIBITION  ON  USE  OF  NATURAL  GAS 

FOR  DECORATIVE  OUTDOOR  LIGHTING 

Lead  Office:  Elconomic  Regulatory 
Administration  (EIRA). 


DOE  will  develop  regulations  pro¬ 
hibiting  use  of  natural  gas  for  decora¬ 
tive  lighting  in  industrial,  commercial 
and  residential  and  municipal  settings, 
including  sale  of  natural  gas  for  such 
purpose. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  was 
issued  February  7,  1979. 

A  regulatory  analysis  is  not  required. 

Statutory  deadline:  Final  rule  within 
180  days  after  enactment. 

Statutory  authority:  PIFUA,  Section 
402. 

Contact:  Howard  Perry  (202)  254- 
3118. 

Public  Utility  Regulatory  Policies 
Act  (PURPA) 

I,  PURPA— state  regulatory  REPORTING 
REQUIREMENTS 

Lead  Office:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (EIRA). 

ERA  will  develop  proposed  reporting 
requirements  to  be  followed  by  states. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

A  regulatory  analysis  will  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

Statutory  authority:  PURPA.  Sec¬ 
tions  116  and  309. 

Contact'  Howard  Perry  (202)  254- 
3118. 

2.  GRANTS  TO  STATE  OFFICES  OF 
CONSUMER  SERVICES 

Lead  Office:  Economic  Regulatory 
Administration  (EIRA). 

EIRA  (Office  of  Utility  Systems)  will 
revise  guidelines  for  grants  to  state  of¬ 
fices  of  consumer  services  for  repre¬ 
sentation  of  consumers  before  electric 
utility  regulatory  commissions. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  is 
expected  to  be  issued  in  March  1979. 

A  regulatory  analysis  is  not  required. 

Statutory  authority:  PURPA.  Sec¬ 
tion  142. 

Contact'  Larry  Kaseman  (202)  254- 
9735. 

3.  GRANT  ASSISTANCE  TO  PUBLIC  UTILITY 

COMMISSIONS  AND  INNOVATIVE  UTILITY 

REGULATORY  PROJECTS 

Lead  Office:  Elconomic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA). 

EIRA  (Office  of  Utility  Systems)  will 
promulgate  regulations  to  provide 
grant  assistance  to  public  utility  com¬ 
missions  in  meeting  the  electric  utility 
and  natural  gas  provisions  of  the 
Public  Utility  Regulatory  Policies  Act 
and  to  fund  innovative  utility  rate 
structure  projects. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  is 
expected  to  be  issued  in  March  1979. 

A  regulatory  analysis  will  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

Statutory  authority:  PURPA.  Sec¬ 
tion  141. 

Contact  Larry  Kaseman  (202)  254- 
9755. 

4.  HYDROELECTRIC  FEASIBILITY  STUDY 
\ND  PROJECT  COSTS  LOAN  PROGRAM 

Lead  Office:  Resource  Applications. 

DOE  will  develop  regulations  for 
loans  for  feasibility  studies  and  for 
construction  costs  for  small  hydroelec¬ 
tric  projects. 


It  has  not  been  determined  whether 
a  regulatory  analysis  is  required. 

Statutory  authority:  PURPA,  Sec¬ 
tion  403. 

Contact  Dick  McDonald  (202)  633- 
8910 

5.  NEA  AUTHORIZATION  FOR  13 
UNIVERSITY  COAL  RESEARCH  LABS 

Lead  Office:  Energy  Research. 

DOE  will  promulgate  rules  for  selec¬ 
tion  and  designation  of  13  universities 
as  <x>al  research  labs. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
been  issued. 

Statutory  authority:  PURPA,  Sec¬ 
tion  604. 

Contact  Toni  Joseph  (202)  376-4051. 

Natural  Gas  Policy  Act  of  1978 
(NGPA) 

1.  EMERGENCY  NATURAL  CAS  REGULATIONS 

Lead  Office:  Elconomic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA). 

ERA  will  develop  regulation.;  regard¬ 
ing  the  purchase  and  the  alloiation  of 
natural  gas  during  a  president  ially  de¬ 
clared  natural  gas  emergency. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  has 
not  yet  been  issued. 

It  has  not  been  determined  whether 
a  regulatory  analysis  is  required. 

Statutory  authority:  NGPA.  Title 
III. 

Contact  Lynette  Hucul  (202)  632- 
4721. 

a.  NATURAL  CAS  FOR  ESSENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL  USES 

Lead  Office:  Elconomic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA  . 

ERA  will  promulgate  regulations  to 
provide  that  interstate  pipelines  do 
not  curtail  gas  deliveries  for  essential 
agricultural  uses  (as  determined  by 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture)  except 
to  serve  high  priority  uses. 

A  final  rule  was  issued  on  March  9. 
1979. 

Statutory  deadline:  Within  120  days 
after  enactment. 

A  regulatory  analysis  is  not  required. 

Statutory  authority:  NGPA,  Section 
401(a). 

Contact  Paula  Daigneault  (202)  632- 
4721. 

3.  REVIEW  OF  NATURAL  GAS  CURTAILMENT 

PRIORITIES  INCLUDING  INDUSTRIAL 

PROCESS  FUEL  USE  ISSUES 

Lead  Office:  Elconomic  Regulatory 
Administration  (ERA). 

ERA  will  conduct  an  inquiry  into 
whether  existing  natural  gas  curtail¬ 
ment  priorities  should  be  modified 
and,  if  so,  in  what  manner.  The  in¬ 
quiry  will  include  consideration  of  cur¬ 
tailment  of  industrial  process  and 
feedstock  use. 

A  notice  of  inquiry  was  issued  on 
March  13.  1979. 

A  regulatory  analysis  will  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

Statutory  authority:  NGPA,  Section 
402. 

Contact  Paula  Daigneault  (202)  632- 
4721. 
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